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Jodi Nunnari is a pioneer in the field of mitochondrial biology. She was the first to describe the organelle as a dynamic 
network in homeostatic balance and decipher the mechanisms of the machines responsible for mitochondrial 
division and fusion. Nunnari was born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio, and studied chemistry at the College of Wooster 
before attaining a Ph.D. in pharmacology from Vanderbilt  University.  She  was  a  postdoctoral  fellow  with Peter 
Walter at the University of California, San Francisco and joined the faculty at the University of California, Davis in The 
College of Biological Science in The Department of Molecular and Cellular Biology in 1996. Nunnari was named 
Editor-in-Chief of The Journal of Cell Biology in 2015, becoming the first woman to serve in this position. She is a 
member of the the American Society for Cell Biology and served as the Society’s president in 2018. In 2017, Nunnari 
was elected as a member of the National Academy of Sciences. 
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